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Guidelines for Proposers 
1 Introduction 
This document describes the terms and conditions for partners in ICT-AGRI Partnerships as well as the 
guidelines for submission of proposals. 

2 ICT-AGRI Partnerships 
The purpose of ICT-AGRI Partnerships is to generate added European and international value from national 
or regional funded projects. Partnerships are intended to increase the compatibility and adaptability of 
Smart Applications to local farming conditions as well as local Farm Management Systems (FMS). The 
overarching goal is to promote uptake of Precision Farming and sustainable agriculture. 

An ICT-AGRI Partnership is a collaboration between a number of national/regional projects (Fig. 1). Each 
national/regional project has its own project description and budget as agreed with the funding agency. 
The project description for the ICT-AGRI Partnership concerns the common objectives and work as agreed 
between the national/regional partner projects.  

 

Figure 1 ICT-AGRI Partnerships 

The ICT-AGRI Partnerships can be considered as a non-competitive call without a common pot for funding 
projects. ICT-AGRI Partnership members are required to seek funding individually from national or regional 
Funding Agencies. An ICT-AGRI Partnership is established when all partners have secured funding and the 
project is relevant with regard to the topics and conditions. Proposals for ICT-AGRI Partnerships are 
received throughout 2016 and approvals will happen continuously. 

3 Topics for ICT-AGRI Partnerships 

3.1 Adaptable and compatible Smart Applications 
The objective of the partnership must be to increase the adaptability and compatibility of a specific 
agricultural Smart Application.  

The adaptability relates to  

 the suitability of the application for use under various farming conditions (climate, soil, crops, animals, 
traditions, language, etc.) 

 the readiness of the application for integration with a local FMS 
 
The compatibility relates to  
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 the use of open standards as far as such standards are available 

 publication of data exchange models used in integration with local FMS 

The work in the partnership may be in the range from prototype development to concrete integration in a 
FMS, possibly through a portal. 

3.2 Methods and tools for integration of Smart Applications  
The objective of the partnership must be to develop and publish methods and tools for integration of Smart 
Applications with FMS. This includes 

 suggestion of common ontologies, data dictionaries, XML schemas, etc. 

 development and implementation of portals for Smart Applications 

4 Partnership categories 
ICT-AGRI Partnerships are in two categories, which may influence the conditions a Funding Agency will 
apply: 

1. Share partnerships. The objective of the partnership is to achieve added value by sharing results based 
on coordinated activities. The outcomes of the individual partner projects are not dependent on the 
partnership and the decisions of funding the individual partners projects can therefore be made on 
their own value by the Funding Agency. 

2. Transfer partnerships. The objective of the partnership is to achieve value for each partner by transfer 
of knowledge or technology. The partners are depending on each other and the decisions of funding 
the individual partners projects are therefore depending on each Funding Agency. 

5 Eligibility 
The partners in a partnership must be projects funded by a national, regional or international funding 
agency, or projects or organisations participating on own funding. 

Partners from at least three countries or autonomous regions are normally required. Partnerships with only 
two partners can be allowed when the partnership provides good reasons for this.  

Partnerships may include partners from countries not represented in ICT-AGRI, hereunder non-European 
countries. At least one European partner is required. 

6 Proposals for ICT-AGRI Partnerships 
Proposals must be created and submitted at the ICT-AGRI website. A detailed guide for making and 
submitting the proposal is available at the website. 

Each partner in the proposed partnership must be represented by a registered user on the ICT-AGRI 
website. The users must have created a personal profile with a reference to the company or organisation 
represented in the partnership. 

It is allowed but not necessary that the partners are funded at the time of submission. The partnership 
proposal and the expert review may be used in seeking funding from a national or regional Funding Agency.  

7 Procedure for handling proposals for ICT-AGRI Partnerships 
ICT-AGRI will at first screen submitted proposals for suitability for further processing and then request 
reviews from at least two independent experts. The reviews will be available for the proposal consortium.  

The Funding Agencies involved in the proposed partnership are notified. The Funding Agencies can then 
view the proposal online together with the expert reviews.  

Funding Agencies approves the participation of the national/regional project in question online with three 
possible outcomes: 

 Not approved 



 Approved with conditions (for example if funding of the national/regional project is not yet decided) 

 Approved (funding of the national/regional project is confirmed) 

 
The proposed partnership will start  when all involved Funding Agencies have approved the proposal.  


